A few weeks ago, the EmilyAnn family lost one of our very precious members.  Laverne Crawford moved on to her new life with the Lord and left a large hole in all of our lives. A consummate lady, Laverne brought a dignity and style to her life and every life which she touched, which stood in stark contrast to so many current attitudes that imply that the absence of dignity and respect is somehow an outdated concept. A eulogist at Laverne’s memorial invited anyone who had been given encouragement or support by a personal note from Laverne to stand up. Virtually the whole church rose as one.  I think we all should strive to have such a legacy. 

There was a time when handwritten notes flew abut the countryside via the mail pouch, or by hand delivery.  Sure, phones, email, blackberries, purple people assistants ( wouldn’t you like to know what those are!!), etc. make things faster and more efficient. But do they offer the invitation to be creative and personal in the same way as a handwritten note.  A handwritten note somehow asks us to put a little more effort in forming our thoughts (quick erase is not available ), and even makes us spend a bit of energy trying to make our spelling and grammar correct - sorry no spell/grammar check. Laverne did this quite well and with great style. But, as they used to say, “what does this have to do with the price of corn”, or some such thing. Maybe not much , but maybe a lot. 

Our little Valley family is facing a lot of issues which have the potential to set folks against each other.  Development of the bypass, school budgets, road construction, park construction, sign ordinances, etc., etc., etc., to name a few. Certainly the open discussion of opposite views is very healthy and  is the solid base of our society.  Respectful disagreement coupled with mature compromise usually will bring a pretty good result. I would like to submit, in honor of Laverne Crawford and in the spirit of the dignity she exuded, that if you find yourself taking a side on any of the current or future issues which will confront our Valley, take the time and expend the effort to present your thoughts in a handwritten note to your opposite party.  See if it makes difference.

Now what is going on at the EmilyAnn? A bunch…

Sign up for Fall after school classes in Drama, Art, and Choir - all school ages


Orientation meeting for Adult Education series - Sept. 9, from 3pm to 5pm


“Wear That Shoe” concert of Christian music on the main stage  - Sept. 22 - to benefit “For Love a Child” a San Antonio based charity working with handicapped orphans along the Mexican border


Pet Blessing on Oct.13


Trail of Lights reminders will be going out soon to past exhibitors to reserve your spot for 2007. If you would like to join this full community celebration of Christmas, call us and see how you can join the fun.  ( 847-6969 ).

                Volunteer at the Village Store as an EmilyAnn Volunteer.

